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they -would escape destruction They abandoned the original point of difference, and they offered to open the franchise to every Italian state south of the Po, which had not taken arms, or which returned immediately to its allegiance The war had broken out for a definite cause When the cause was removed no reason remained for its continuance The Italians were closely connected with Rome Italians were spiead over the Roman world in active business They had no wish to overthrow the Empire if they were allowed a share in its management The greater part of them accepted the Senate's terms, and only those remained in the field who had gone to war in the hope of recoveiing the lost independence which their ancestors had so long heroically defended.
The panting Senate was thus able to breathe again The war continued, but under better auspices Sound material could now be collected again for the army. Manns being in the background, the chosen knight of the aristocracy, Lucius Sylla, whose fame in the Cimbnan war had been only second to that of his commander's, came at once to the front
Sylla, or Sulla, as we are now taught to call him, was born in the year 138 B o He was a patrician of the purest blood, had inherited a moderate fortune, and had spent it like other young men of rank, lounging in theatres, and amusing himself with dinner-parties. He was a poet, an artist, and a wit, but each and everything with the languor of an amateur His favorite associates were actresses, and he had neither obtained nor aspired to any higher reputation than that of a cultivated man of fashion His distinguished birth was not apparent in his person. He had red hair, hard blue eyes, and a complexion white